
Mayor· JlcGuireannounoed that there would be a public hearing 
betore the City Council on Monday, April 5th, 1943, at 8:00 o'clock 
p.m., in the Counoil Chambers, to consider the rezoning ot certain 
areas 1n theV1sta Highlands 'lract. . 

At 8:25, upon motion ot Counoilman Babco~, seoonded by Counoil
man CUooi, the meeting ad jOU1"J1ecl. 

MINtJ'rES OJ' A REGULAR MD'rING 
OJ' ~ CITY COUNCIL OF 

. TH& CI'l'Y OF 'l'ORRANCZ 

'fonance, Oal.l:fornia 
April 13, 1943 

The C1ty Council ot the City ot TOrrance convened in a Regular 
Meating in the COuncil Chamber, cnty Hall,· TOrranoe, calitorn1a, 
on TUesda7, Apr1l 13, 1943, at 7:45 P.M. 

JIa;ror lIoGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett ca.11ad \hero-II, those answerins present be1ng 
Councilmen: Baboock, CuCCi, Hitchcock, Powell· and KcGuire. A.b ... 
sent: Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Hi tohoook DIOved that the minutl. ot • Regular Keet
ing held March 25, 1943 be approved as written. CounciJ..man Babcook. 
seconded the motion, 1Ihicb wa& (SUried unanimously. 

. ... communication was read :from the Riohfield -011 Oo'rporation, 
enclosing statements ot the Corporation showing ~ ot gross re
ceipts in accordance with the reqUirements o:f City ot TOrrance 
Franchise Ordinance 110. 92, and County ot Los Angeles Franohise 
Ordinance No.. 1S58 amended by ordinance Bo. 1361, now in the City 
ot Torranoe, which co. .. r the period :from January 1, 1-943 to- nt.
cem~r 3l., 1942, both inclusive. Also enclosing their check in 
the amount ot 1146.08 to co.Te.r pa~ent o:f tha above. '!'be coDllllUJll
cation was ordered tiled. 

A oOllllllUDioation was read :from the 'l"Orrance Chamber ot Commerce 
requesting the return ot all turni ture and f'Urnishings -that were :re
moved trom the :fo1'1ll8r Chamber ot Commerc-e headquarters and now 
belng used by 'Y8r1ous City Departments; also requesting that iila1d 
turni ture be deli .... red to their new o.tt10e- at 1119 sartori Avenue-. 

Clerk Bartle-tt advised the Counoilmen that all the turm1ture 
belonging to- the Chamber ot Commerce- had been deli Tered to their 
new 0:fr10e. 

Counoilman Cucci asked who originally p\lJ'4hased the furnUure 
in question. Clerk Bartlett replied that it had been purohase~ ~7 
the City. 

Counoilman Otlooi mOTed that this request be held 1n abeyance 
unt1l such time as they could determine wnether the furn1ture be
longs to the City or to the Chamber ot COmmerce. Motion lost for 
lack of a secoDl. 
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... 001IIIIlUIl1cation was read trom I. J. Gill, 24:219 Los Codona 
Ave .. , Ial.er1a, stating that due to the bad condition of the back 
lane leadiD& to h1s garage, it was necessary for him to have the 
main spr1ng and also the whole rear end of his car replaced, and 
requ&st1ng that he be reimbursed, in the count at 150.00. 

Councilman Powell moved that the communication be filed tor 
future .nt.erence. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously • 

• co:anmnication 1f8S read· from Mr. Gordon H. Garland of the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, state of california, reporting on the 
number of JIOtor Tehiele 11oens8s 1ssued at the temporary- branch 
ottice establ1shed at ISH- carson S:t1-ee-s. . 
. 1Ir. Garland expressed apprec1at1onto the City of '!'orranee, 
and to Mr. James L. Lynch, donor of the building at 1879 Carson 
Street. -

COunoilman HitChcock moved that Clerk Bartlett write Mr. 
Garland and extend him a vote of thanks for the cooperation given 
the City in the oparation of the temporary offices for the De
partment of Motor "ehicles in the issuance of' 11cense plates·. 
COuncilman Babcock secoMed the JIOtion, which was carried unanimously. 

A. cOUDDWlication .. Bread f'l'QlIl Mr. Bennett Black, stating that 
he was being called into the armed services and would have to term
inate his contract with the City covering the servioing. of the 
Poli ce Radio E:quipment, efrecti ve· Jlarch 27, 1943. 

Mayor .cOUire asked Chief' Stroh if he had secured another man 
to take Mr. Bennett's place. Mr-. stroh replied that he had. 

The commu.nicat1on was ordered f11e4. 

A C()D!1!!Dnication was read from Bernice G. Davison, Ilanager of 
the SOuth :BaY' HUmane SOciety, inquiring whether the City desired 
to have the SOCiety continua to. Clcllect dog l1cens'.8s fcr the a1 t1'. 
If so., she would proceed to. crder the neceasarytaga and supplies 
at once in order that there wculd be no delay when the new fiscal 
year starts July 1st. 

Councilman Powell moved that Clerk Bartlett be authoriz.e4 to 
notify IIl"s. Davisen that it is the desire of the Oity that the 
SOuth Bay Humane Society continue the .service 0.1' collecting dog 
licensesi for the entire City.- tor the fiscal year 194Z-l944. 
Counc1~n Hitchcook seconded the motio.n, which was carried by 
the follbw1ng roll 0811 vote: ~: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMIW: None. 

A communication was read from Benie;e G. Daviscn, Manager 0.1' 
, the South Bay Humane SOciety, raoammending that a leash law be 
adcpted by the City 0.1' Torrance, tor the duration of the war, as 
they had received many complaints regarding dogs ~rom oitizens who. 
are trying to raise a victo.ry gar4en. She also exp~ained that such 
a 1 .. would tend to. curb the spzead 0.1' rabies, stating that there 
has been six cases ef' rabies in No.rth Redo.ndo. and ene in Planhattan 
1n the past 1'e" months. 

Co~cilman Babceck moved that the communica't.1en be ref"erred to 
the Council as a whole for further study and recomtnendat1en. Council
man Hitchceck secended the metien, which was carried unanimouSly. 

A communication was read from Mr. L. A. Mann, ad-.ising that. he 
had filed an application fer zoning variance, in regard to the t'0l"Bl8r 
Garage Building located on Lot 2G of the Resurvey of the R.O. Hickman 
'l'ract, at the corner 0.1' 182nd street and Prairie Avenue. Mr. Mann 
explained that this building is now occupied by Mr. L • . E. Austin and 
haa gradually develeped into. a machine sho.p, engaged in making small 
parts for various war plants. He stated that the demand for these 
parts makes it necessary to. enlarge the building, and pending the 
apprcval. of the application for Tariance he requested permissio.n to 
construct this addition, with the understanding it would not be 
oocupied UIltll the varianoe application had. been acted upon. 
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Councilman Babcock asked what was the present zoning, to which 
Yr. Jain replied that it was 0-2: (General Commercial) which woul.d 
not allow a machine shop. 

Mr. Jain stated that he had suggested to Mr. Mann that he ask 
for a zoning .variance, and also request permission to proceed wi th 
the addition to the bu1lding, that 1n his opin1on their shop 1s in 
no way detrimental to the community. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request of. Mr. L. A. Mann 
for a pe~it to construct an addition to tha bu1lding at the corner 
of l82nd street and Prair1e Avenue, formerly used as a garage but 
now used as a machine shop, be. gran ted. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the motion which was carried unanimousl.y. 

A collDllUD.ication fta read from Hugh B. Johnston, 16804 l'iguaroa 
Street, Gardena, C&lifornia, expressing appreciat10n for the. service 
being reDdered by the Torrance JIWl1cipal Bus Line.s, but suggesting 
that the busses be kept in repair in order to avoid delayed o.r 
canoell$d schedules. . 

Counoilman Babcock mo"ed that the communication ·b. filed. 
Mayor McGuire requested Mr. Bartlett to notify Mr. Jo:tmston 

that we. are contemplating repairing the equipment. 

J. communicat10n was read from Mr. Pat 1IacDonneil, Defense 
HGusing Coordinator, stating that Mr .. Jack Pine, developer ot 
the Park Knoll Tract, and others, have reoently aoquired, for build
ing purposes, oertain lots in the TOrranoe Tract at the corner or 
Dominguez street and crenshaw Blvd., and reoommending that the City 
grant them s1milar 00Doess10ns 1n the matter ot streettmprovements 
as _s done in the Park Knoll '!raot.. 

Mayor McGuire asked Mr~ Pine, who was present 1n the audienoe. 
if he was still interested in this proposed development. Mr. Pine 
replied that the deal as oft for the time being. 

Counoilman Babcock lIDTed that the communioation from 1Ir'. Pat 
MacDonneil be tabled tor future reterence. Counc1ll1an Hi tchcock 
seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommun1cation was read from 1Ir. J. H. pille, requesting that 
sui table trees be plan ted in the parkway on · Gramercy Avenue, in the 
Park bolls Tract; and that the pOplar trees on Oabr1llo Avenue be 
removed and. new trees planted. 

Coun.cilman Hitchcock !DOved that the request ot Mr. Pine be 
granted, and the trees on C8br1llo Avenue be removed and new trees 
be planted; also that trees be planted on Gramercy Avenue, Counoil
man Babcook. seconded the motion, which. was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read trom Katz and Pine (Builders and SUb
dividers) advising that. they are planning on build1ng houses on the 
easterly side at Cabr1llo Avenue, in Block ~, of the '1'Orrance Traot, 
end re~uast1ng that the C1ty install. the curb and gutter, and place 
a surfecing on the street and alley as soen as materials are ava1l
~. . 

lla70r McGuire asked it that would be in keeping with the pre
vious set-up for C8.brillo Avenue. 1Ir. Jain replied that it would, 
and that it was the only 'block on cabrillo Avenue which does not 
have curbs and Sidewalks, and .nen the Oityimproves Cabrillo ATenue 
it will be a tull 80 tt. thoroughtare. He further stated that the 
west side of the street now has curb, sidewalk and a good. pavement. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked Ifr. Jain it he had any figures on 
the cost ot the proposed. improvements. JIr .. Jain replied that he 
had not. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the C1ty Engineer make a study 
ot these proposed improvements and report to the Counatl tor further 
consideration. . . 

Councilllan Powell asked Jlt-. Pine if this action would inter:tere 
with his securing the necessary priorities. Mr. Pine replied that 
it would; and that it the 01 ty would agree to vi te a letter to the 
effect that they would put 1n the improvements 1I'hen the material is 
available he would then be in a position to get the priorities. 



Counoilman H1tchcook ohanged his motion, and moved that the City 
Engineer be author1zed to make a study o~ the requirements as re
quested by Mr. P1ne, regarding CUl'b, gutter and street sur:facing on 
the east side o~ Oabrillo Avenue, between222nd street and Plaza 
del AlIto, and that this work be authorized when material is avail
able; and that Mr. Jain be authorized to write a letter to the 
Federal Housing Administration oonfirming the ~act that the City 
'Ifill put in the desired improvements. Counoilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which os carried by the ~ollowing roll call vote: 
AlES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: OOUNOII.IrtEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCII..MEN': IIIone. 

I.e communication was read from Ohief of Polioe, John H. stroh, 
r~portingon the wages being paid ~or crossing guards by various 
commun1ties, as requested by the Council at their meeting o~ March 
23rd. ,,"coord1ng to this report Inglewood was paying 75¢ an hour; 
Hel'Illosa Beach 60¢; Los- Angeles 70¢; california H1ghway Patrol, 
~rom 70¢ to BO¢. 

Councilman Baboook moved that the communication received from 
Mrs. Young, together with the report of the Ch1ef of Police, be 
re~erred to the Council as a whole, to be taken up at the next 
regular meeting. 

A COJIIIIlWlioat1on was read from The MetropOlitan water D1strict 
advooat1ng the adoption of ~ amendment to the Act under which it 
is organised, prov1ding for ~ort-term ~inanoing to take eare of re
pa1rs or replacements made necessary by flood, earthquake, sabotage, 
aots of God, or the public ene~.· 

Clerk Bartlett stated on the advice o~ Mr. Mccall he had pre
parad a resolution ad'Vooating the passege o~ .&aeembly Bill No. 992. 

Mr. Kocall stated that it was his opinion that the Metropolitan 
water District should be able to make short term loans, as it lJOuld 
mean a savina 1n t.xas. 

COunoilman Hi tchcook 1Il0Ted that the communication ~rom Tha 
Metropol1 tan water District, conoerning the levying of taxes Or 
making shor~-term loans to take care of repa1rs or replacements, 
be held over until the next regular meeting of the Counc1l. council
man Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A. cOD:IDlUD.icat1on was readtrom 1Ir •. M • .4.. SOmmers, 2000 Santa 
Fe A.venue, Long Beach, California, of~aring to purohase from the 
City of Torrance, Lots 1 to 5 inclusive, and Lots 7 to 10 inclu
Sive, in Block 12, Tract 4G70, ~or the sum of $3540.00; and en
clos1ng a cbeck ~or .710.00 as a deposit. 

COunoilman Hitchcock asked Clerk Bartlett to read the oommuni
cation whicbhad been received ~rom the C1ty Planning Commission, 
in ·regard to the petition for change of zone, identified as Case 
No.6, wherein request was made to rezone, ~rom R-l and A.-l to R-3 
(Mul.tipla-~am11Y' Residential), that property described as all o~ 
Blocks 4, 5; 11 and 12, Tract No. 4070~ all of Blocks 14, 15, 18 

. and 19, Tract .0. 2761; and all lots in fraot No. 10115. 
In this communication the City Planning COmmission advised that 

two hearings had been held, as required. by the State Planning Aot; 
and the ~ollow1ng reoommendation was made to the Council: 

(1) That the petition for 'rezoning to R-3, Mult1pl'-~am11y 
Residential, be granted to COTer only that property described as 
Lots 1 to 10 inclUSive, Blook 12, Tract No. 4070. 

(2) 'rbat all other property mentioned in the said petition 
for rezoning to B-3 be left in R-I and A-l, Single-family and Light
Agricultural zones, as established by Land Use Ordinanoe No. 316 o~ 
the C1ty of Torranoe, and sa1d pet1t10n for such other property be 
denied. 

'!'he reoommendation tor the ohange of the above described pro
perty to B-3 being based on the ~aot that it is owned by the City, 
with the exception of one lot, and any future building can be regu
lated as to type and quality by deed restrictions imposed on said 
property by the Ci ty of i'orrance as owner. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that the recommendation of the 
City Planning Commission, after holding two public hearings on 
Petition in case No.6, be adopted. Councilman Babcock seeonded 
the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO. l~ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 01.1' THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE ~ OF .REAL PROPKRTY. 

COwcilma.n Babcock aaked it Ilnye>ne in the audience wished. 
to make any remarks. 

Mr. Lynch stated that he had. talked with . ',numberot property 
owners 1n that immediate vicinity and they were all in tavor at. 
the re~oning of Block 12, Tract 40'10, as recolDDlellded by the Plan
ning Oommission, and the proposed sale of this prope~ty by the 
City as stated in Resolution No. la65o. 

CQuncilman CUcci moved that Resolution NO. 1565 be adopted. 
OC>uncilman Hitchoock seconded themot1on, which was carried by the 
:tollowing roll call vote: AlES: COUNCIIJmN: :Babcock, CUcci, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. J.B
SENT: COUNClLUEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented. and read title to: 

RISOLUTION NO. 1566 

RESOLUTION OF THK aITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
'fORRANc:E RKPlt4LING RESOLUTION NOS. 6lZ and 1109. 

Counc1lman CUcci moved that Resolution ,JJo. 1566 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the aotion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COtmCII,.MJm: Babcock, CUcci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NQIS: C:OUNCItwm: None. A.B
SJmT: COt!NCILMEN: None.. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLuTION NO. 1567 

R~LUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF 'l'ORR4NCE CHANGING ~ NAB 01.1' 
REDONDO AVENUE TO YUKON AVENUE. 

COum.cil.man OUeci moved tha.t Resolution Be>. 1567 be adopted. 
COunoilman Babcock aecoDded the mot1on, which was carried bY' the 
following roll call vote: AYES: GOUNOILMEN: Babcook, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Po_ll and McGuire. NOE$: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNC1;LDN: ,None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read 1;1 t~e to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1568 

RESOItUTION . OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 'l'H& 
CITY OF TORRANCE CHANGING THE ZONING 
OF CERTAIN PROPERTY. 

Councilman Hi tchoock moved 'that Resolution No. 1568 be. 
adopted Councilman Powell seconded the mot1on, which was carri,ed. 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcoek, 
Cucci, K'1tchcock, Po we. 11 and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMIm: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1569 

A. RltSOLU'l'ION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 'l'H& CITY 
OF TORRANCE PROTES'fING THE PASSAGE. OF SENAH . 
:SILL NO. 459, IN THE CALIFORNIA STATE LEGIS
LATURE, WHICH WOULD REMOVE CONTROL OF SUB
DIVISIONS FROM MONICIP AI. GO'Vl!:.RNMENTS. 

Counc1lm&D Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1569 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, Which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUcci, 
Hi tchcock, Powell ad McGuire. mOES: COUNCIUSEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Kayar )lcGuire requested Clerk Bartlett to send a copy of' this 
resolution to the four senators and Assemblymen to whom telegrams 
had been sent. 

Counoilman Po_·ll called attent ion to various b1lls pending 
before the State Leg1slature and urged all members of the Council 
to look into them care~ly. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

. RESOLUTIOW NO. 1570 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
. TORRANCE REQ,UESTING THE S7A'lE DIVISION OF HIGH

UY8 TO APPROU AS ·STRU'fS OF )(AJOR DIPORTANQE" 
THE FOLLOWING STREE'rS WITHIN THE CITY· OF TORRANCE: 
2l.3th S'l'RBT, m:.rWDN BORDER AVENUE I: US'l"BBN 
AVENUE AND BORDER AVENUE, BE'l'\fDN DOMINGUEZ 
STRUT AND. PLAZA DEL !MO. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Resolution No. 1570 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell secoDded the motion, wh1ch was carr1ed by the 
followiq roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUoci, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: · COUNCILMEN: None. AE
SXNT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

~ ~unication was read r~ the Associated Assessnent Engi
neers, attaohing check for $550.00 for the purohase of a tax deed 
to. Lot 9, Block 3., (Ex. of R./.) of Tract S'57, and the northeasterly 
60 feat of Lot lOt Block 3., Tract :375'1; and advising that both of 
said parcels are under option to the City of TOrranoe from the 
County of Los Angeles t the price beIng $SOO.OO for the f1rst named 
parcel and 1140.00 for the second name paroel~ that this offer is 
being made by the Mother of the present fee t1 tle owner of the 
property, and . because of that hct are recommending that the City 
Council f'orthwlth exercise its option on the said two parcels so 
that they may be offered for resale to Genevieve Baird as soon as 
practicable. 

Mr. Wh1teman, who 1I&S present, stated. they they had included 
these two parcels in the rest of the group being recoll'JDlanded for 
acceptance by the Council. 

A oommunication was read from Mr. C. Z •• ard, Manager of the 
TOrrance MuniCipal Bus Lines, adviSing that the Torrance war Indus
tries Conmdt'\ee i. making an extensive tram.portation survey to 
find out what they need in this area to. adequately serve their 
employees; and suggesting that the City Council aSk the sald CQm
Jliittee to submit to. them any recommeDdaUon they might have regard
ing the operation at the TOrrance Municipal Bus Lines; and fUrther 
stating that this would be of great hO!lp to him in fOrming any new 
schedules or changes. 



Councilman Babcock moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
contact the .ar Industries Committee, with raference to their trans
portation problemsj and that Mr. Ward be authorized to contact these 
industries with Mr. Ba-rtlatt and work out a program advantageous to 
them. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

OBIlINANCE NO. :>42 

AN ORDINANCE OF THECI'l'Y OF TORRANCE, CALIFOaNIA, 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2'15, PROHllUTING PARKING 
OF. MOTOR VEHICLES IN PUBLIC S'rR.l!.:RTS. 

Councilman Babeock asked what was the purpose of this Ordinance. 
Councilman CUcci statea- that it was to take caze of abandoned va
hicles. 

Oouncilman. Babcock inquired if it 1I&S similar to ordinanoes 
used by other cities. Police Chief S,troh replied that it was exactly 
the same as in use by the C1 ty of Hermosa Beach. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Ordinance No. :542. be adopted for 
first reading. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the follanng roll call vate: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucoi, Hitchcook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Ponll moved that . an appropriation of ,60.00 be 
made for materials and labor :tor repairs to Oldsmobile COupe for 
the Fire Department. COunc1l.man Hi tahcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hi'tohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. COUnc1l.man Powell read a report from the City Judge, Mr. 
Otto B. Willett, covering the o.perations of his Department tar the 
year e~ding March 1, 1943. At the conclusion of the report, 
Councilman Powell COlDIJlended Ilr •• Hlett. for the axeellent conduct 
of his Department. 

Councilman Hitchcock lDOTed that the temporary emploJInent Orf 
.Arthur B. Cameron, as a mecbanio a.' ~he City Garage, at a salary 
of' $200.00 per month, be authorized. Counoilman Baboock seconded. 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCIIJmN: Babcook, CUeoi, Hitchoock, POwell and MoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the temporary employment ot 
George C. Burna, as a laborer in the street Department, at a salary 
of 1J.45.00 per month, be authorized. aouncilman Babcock seconded 
the motion whioh was carried by the t'ollowing roll call vo.te: 
AYES: COUNCILMJm: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcock, POllell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCIUlEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN:: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the temporary employment of' 
John Ulrich, as a laborer 1n the street Departmant, at a salary 
of 1145-.00 per DIIlnth, effecti"e April 5th, 1943, be authorized. 
Councilman Baboook seconded tha motion which was ~ried by the 
follow1ng roll call vote:: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and. McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Council.maJ;l Hitchcock moTed that an appropr1ation of $1'10.00, 
plus tax, be made for the purchase of a team of horsas. COuncil
man Hitchcock explained that wh1l.e the original ,price of the team 
of horses was $400.00, the t'ollowing credits had been allowed, 
totaling .230.00: 



1 old horse (ror meat} ~.OO 
1 ~ .. (usable) .60.00 . 
3 dum.p: wagons C t30.00 ea'ch 90.00 
2: wagon ~ars C tJ.5.00 each 30.00 
2 2-up Freanoes G 1'1.50 each _ 15.00 

Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, which was carried by 
the rollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Be.boock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: C1OUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
aOUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoil.ma:n Hi tchcook moved that an appropriation or . 1100.00, 
plus tax, be made "tor the purchase or a horse trailer ror use by 
the Street Department. Councilman Babcook seoonded the mot10n, 
~ich was carried. by the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, CUcoi, H1tchoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: 
COUNCII.MEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. . 

Counc1l.man Babcock moved .that the se.lary of Howard cruelle "be 
inoreaaed :tram $160.00. to 1175.00, .rt'ectIv8 AprIl 19, 1943; ex
plaining that Mr. Crue.lle had complete.d his six months' proba
tionary period and WAS entitled to the salary and status or a 
permanent employee. Councilman Hi tchcook seconded the motion, 
whioh was earried by the following roll oall vote: . AlES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, CUca1, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. .uSEN'f: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the White Kotor C~y be 
authorized to overhaul one White Motor Bus for the Bus Department, 
as per previous instruct10DS or the City Counoil. Q:)unc1lman 
Hi tchcock seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call Tote: .ADS: COUNOILMJm: Babcook, CIlcci, Hi tahoook, 
}lonll and McQu1re. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. 4BSEN'f: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that lIrr. C. Z. \iard be appointed to 
represent the City on the 'l'orranoe War Industries Committee, re
plac1ng Mr. Pat MacDonnell, who recently reslsned and is no longar 
Mnnected wi th the C1 ty. aounc1lman Hi tohcock seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimnus1y. 

Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriat1on of tl78.90, . plus 
tax, be made to cover the cost of repairs to Motor Bus 1/101, by the 
Crown Coaoh corporat1on. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: . Baboook, CUoci, Hi tchcook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: . COUNCIL
MEN: None. A.:BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Baboock lIlOved that the temporary employment of 
Perry L. Elliott. as a bus driver, to replace Walter M. LewiS, 
efreot1ve April 2, 1943, be . authorized .. Counoilman Hitchcock 
seoonded the IlOtion, which was carried by the follOwing roll call 
Tote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUcc1, Hitchoook, Powell and 
MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ..lBSEN'l': COUNCILMEN: NOIl8:. 

Councilman Baboock mowed. that the temporary appointment of 
<llemm Ray Johnston, as a bus driver, to replace Harvey Drysdale, 
effeoti va April 7, 1943, be au thor1zed. Oounc1lman Hi tchoock 
seoonded the motion, whiCh was carried by the following roll.call 
vote: AYES: COUBCILMEN: Bab coak, CUoc1, Ht tohoock, Powell and 
MoGuire.. lIOES: COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Councllllll1n Babcock mO'lied that the temporary employment ot 
RUgene Gordon, as a bus dr1ver, to re.place Perry L. Ell1ott, ettec
tive April 13, 1943. be au.thorized; axplaining that Mr. Elliott 
resigned on April 10th. Councilman Hitohoock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: aOUNCIL
MEN: Baboock, CUcci, Hi tchoook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABmrnT: COUNCILMEN: Nona. 



CouneillllB.n Powell stated. that he believed the Council should 
meet with Mr. C .. Z •• aro, Manager of the Bus Department, as soon as 
convenient, 1n regard to inoreas1ng the bus rates: to an 8Dt.Ount that 
would justify the al ty to continue to oplt.rate and make the necessa.ry 
repairs to the bus equipment. 

Mayor McGuire recOilJImeJl.ded that Mr'. I'aro get all his racts and 
figures together, and that a meeting be arranged for Monday night, 
April 19th,- at 7:3.0 o'clock. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Harry S. Ihi teman, of the J.ssociated Assessment Engineers, 
who Ls conducting the sale of tax deeded lands. for the a1 ty of 
~rrcmce, stated that thase p·roperties are divided into three groups: 

(ll Those parcels upon which the C1 ty has bO-th the tax deed 
and a qui telaim deed trom the tormer owners; or, in other 
words, a merohantable title. 

(2} Those parcels upon which the City has opt!ons to pick up 
tax deeds from the County at any time. 

(3) That groap which we described at SGlIl8 length previously, 
consisting of those parcels upon which the C1ty, at the 
present time, has neither the right to buy tax deeds, or 
to have mereh811table titles. 

Mr. Whiteman stated that he had a list ot 22- pa.rcels whioh tall 
into either grollp L or group 2., and upon which the C1ty has given 
ample publicity over a long period at months; that otters had bee,n 
received on these properties. tram about a dozen people--some &1.1 
cash and others not less than twenty percent down.. 

Mr. Whiteman recommended that the City accept the otters on all 
ot these properties, with the exaeption ot one property, recommetnd
ing that it be strioken f'rom. the li st, or at least wi thdra1lll from 
acce·ptance; the reason being that it is for a price less than they 
had appraised the property. It is Lot 6, . in Tract No. 2807, and 
the otfer had been made by Mr. J. W. McDowell, and either adjoins 
or is one lot removed trom hi s court property on El Prado; the 
amount ot the b1d being t200.00, while the recommended price was 
$300.00.. . 

Clerk :Bartlett st8!ted that he had bean advised b,y Mr. McDowell 
that he would be: willing to p~ the extra $50.00, provided it would 
be usecl in an e1'tort to clear the t1 tIe. 

Mr. Wh1teman said that it it was agreeable to the Council, they 
would let it go through as it is, with the understanding that the 
extra lSO.oo would be paid later. 

Mr. Whiteman stated that the total price or- the properties. on 
whioh ptfers had been received was approximately $7,000.00; and 
that they had received orrers-or- $20,000.00 o.n properties in group 
No.3. 

Councilman Babcock stated that it was his understand1ng that 
these properties were still open f'or bids. 

Mayor McGuire replied that b1ds closed at 0:00 o'clock p.m. 
today (April 15th, 1943). 

Mr. Whiteman explained that these propert1es had been open tor 
bids tor many months, and that a resolut1on had been prepared tor 
reading. 

"Clerk Be.rtlett presented and. read ti tle to: 

ImSOLUTION NO. 1571 

RESOLUTION OF '!'HE CITY aOUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, ACCEPTING BIDS 
FOR CERTAIN TAX DEEDED LANDS IN THE 

-CITY OF TORRANCE, AND INSTRUCTING 
THE CITY CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS 
ANGELESaOUNTY FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 



Councilman CUo:ci moved that Resolution No. 15-71 be adopted. 
Counoilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried. by the 
follo1f1ng roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCII.MIW: Babco ck, CUcci, 
H1tchoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN:. NOne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mr. Ihiteman stated that in regard to the properties in group 
3, which are the properties on which no option or quitclaim deed 
have-been reoeived, the two major bidders were here tonight. He 
further stated that they both have tiled option agreements, ·and 
posted money to cover; and they both believe thet it the Council 
waits two weeks to accept the bids the prio~ity situation would be 
1n a mess. 

1Ir. Bannerman, of the California National Builders, stated that 
lie had ohecked with the Priorities Section of' the !".B.A. and had 
been informed that already enough applioations had been tiled to 
absorb the 1025 priorities that have been allotted for this area. 

He further stated that th1s pr10rity allooation could end up 
without any priorities being allotted to TOrranoe at all, it there 
were sufficient applioations trom the other areas. 

The reason that these priorities were allocated for this area, 
said Mr. Bannerman, is because there is a very definite need for war 
housing ror people here in Torrance, and it lDuldn' t serve any pur
pose by putting this sale 01'1' tor two weeks, wh11e other priori ties 
were processed and accepted. 

Aetually. he said, 1t 1s possible that by delay1ng the action 
two weeks, there may not be any pr10rities available. 

Mr. Bannerman turther stated- that if the Council saw 1'1 t to 
approve the sale tonight, aetually all it would amount to would be 
that it would give thea the r1ght to t1le for priorities, as their 
offer is subject to their getting priorities and F.H.4. financing. 

Cc>uneilman Babcock said he believed several citizens in the 
community have made bids on some of this property and if an option 
is given you on this property, in order that you may filLe ror prio
iti.s, this prop.rty could not be put up for public sale. 

Mr. Bannerman replied that 11' any bona !"ide buyers come in, 
in the mean time, -who are indi vid ual 01 tizens 01' your communi ty, and 
are w1lling to pay more than we otrer, we Will release the property 
to them, if the F.H.A. will approve it. 

Mrs. Pine stated that what Mr. Bannerman had said 1n regard to 
the priority situation AS correct and that prompt action must be 
taken. 

Councilman CUcci asked Mrs. Pine if she and Mr. Pine were inter
ested in 8J!ty 01' the property in group 3. She replied that they were; 
and Mr. Pine added that they must have the -go-ahead-.signal tonight 
on every lot he bid on; that some of the lots were in groups I and 2, 
and some are in group 3. 

Mr. Sam. Levy stated that, he didntt know anyone could buy options; 
that he understood it was necessary to actual.ly buy the property. 

Mr. Bannerman stated that his Company hed plans prepared and 
have had lots appraised by the Bank; that they have worked on this 
tor two weeks and are ready to go ahead as soon as the Council is 
ready to approve them. 

Councilman Babcock asked Mr. Bannerman, 11' this option 1s given 
to your Company and you do not get the prior1ties would you still 
buy the property? Mr. Bannerman replied that· they would. 

Councilman ·CUoci moved that due to the complexities of the 
quest1on, no action be taken at this time, and that the properties 
remain open ror bidding ror two weeks, at the expiration of' which 
time all lots in group 3 will be otfared tor sale at public auction. 



· Oouncilman Hitcheock seconded the motion, which was oarried on 
the following roll call 'Wote: AYES: OOUNCII.Mlm: Babcock, OI1cai, 
Hi tohcock, JloGuire and Ponll. NOES: COUNCIIJIEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNOILMEN: · None. 

Oouncilman Babcook moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Hitohcook seconded the motion, which was aarried 
by the folloWing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: . Babcock, 
Cucci, Hitahcock, McGuire and Powell~ NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNOILMIm: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the meeting adjourn until 
Tuesday, April 20, at .:45 p.m. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
mo.tion, which was carri eel unanimously, and the meeting ad journed at 
10:15 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

~?1l~ 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

a~~ 
C1ty Clerk of the C1ty of Torrane. 

':[torrance, california 
April 20, 1943 

The City Oouncil of the 01 ty of 'forrance oonvened 1n an .Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, Oi ty Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on Tue8day, Jpril 20, 1943, at 4:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire oalled the .meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Oouncilmen: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchoock, Powell and McGuire. Ab
sent: Councilmen: Ione. 

. . 
Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business was 

dispensed with. 

Clerk Bartlett read a eommunication fro~ City Engineer, Glenn 
M. Jain, stating that he had been advised by Mr. Pine, of the firm 
of Katz and Pine, that the Federal. Housing .Administration required 
definite information as to just when the construction of curbs, 
gutter, sidewalk and rock and 011 surfacing nll be placed on the 
easterly side of C&brillo Avenue, between 222nd street and Plaza 
del Amo, betore they grant Katz and Pine priorities to construct 
houses on the lots they had recently purchased trom the 0ity 1n that 
Blook. ~ccording to Mr. Pine, the F.B~A. would require this work 
to be completed not later than August :51st, or upon completion of 
the proposed houses. 

Ur. Jain advi.ed that the eost of these improvements would be 
approximately $2500.00. . 

Kngineer Jain, who was present, stated that he had talke4' wit.h 
Mr. Gripper, of the state H1ilhway Department, and :Mr. Gripper ques
tioned whether this work should be done, and asked whether it was 
essential to the war effort. He further advised that tor any im
provements oosting in excess of $1000.00, it would be neoessary to 
obtain the approval of the War Prcduotion Board, and stated that 

epose


